
Service to Achieve Growth & Empower

“Center of Our Lives”

SAGE
C.O.O.L NEWSSAGE Events 
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VTA Pizza Party
June 15th, 5:00pm
Pizza Man Dan’s  

Movie Night
July 12th, 

4pm & 6pm
SAGE Office  

VTA. Cooking Class
July 9th, 5:00pm

TBA 

S.P. Pizza Party
July 18th, 6:00pm

Zapparellis

VTA. Game Night
July 19th, 

4pm & 6pm
SAGE Office

T.O. Pizza Party/
Movie Night

July 26th, 5:00pm
Shadows Apts.

T.O. Cooking Class/
Game Night

July 9th, 5:00pm
TBA

     July marks the anniversary of the establisment of 
SAGE. Since 2006 we have thrived to support           
individuals obtain a better quality of life tailored to 
their needs and wants. SAGE values individuality, 
choices, self-determination, empowerment, growth, 
community, and creativity in each participant. 
     Over the last 13 years, SAGE has prided ourselves 
in staying aligned with our mission and values. We 
look forward to more exciting growth opportunities 
in the years to come. We are incredibly thankful to 
all of those who have shaped SAGE into the company 
it is today. 
     Take a look through this months issue to see 
photos from our Fiesta held in May. If you are         
interested in one of the many activities held by SAGE 
please be sure to sign up using the Activities          
Regestration Forms. New activities are added        
frequently. You can turn the registration form into 
the SAGE office along with all fees necessary.   
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SAGE Recognition
Oscar Salazar has been the guy you can always count on. Oscar will expand his availability 
every school break and summer to make sure his participants are staying on track with their 
goals. Oscar excels in everything whether its meal prepping, bus training, or making sure his 
participants are out in the community staying busy. Oscar has been a great addition to SAGE.

Jovanny Caballero is still new to SAGE but has proven he’s a great staff all around. Jovanny’s 
flexible availability has been helpful in cases of emergency. He has great communication with 
supervisors and participants. All of the participants he has worked with have nothing but 
positive things to say about him.

John Barbezat has improved exorbitantly by attending regular doctor visits, remembering to 
take his medication regularly and maintaining his hygiene. John attends his medical            
appointments with staff now which had been a challenge in the past. He has been               
maintaining his place by keeping it clean and communicating on a consistent basis with his 
supervisor. John is doing great!

Ricardo Romero has been a fast learner, learning how to best support new participants. He 
helps participants achieve in areas that are out of their daily routine Not only has SAGE 
recognized his amazing work but participant’s family members have as well. Ricardo also has 
been a helpful team member when it comes to covering any shifts and is always happy to 
help.

Stoney Carrera The DMV driving tests has been challenging but Stoney continues having a 
positive attitude and doesn’t give up. It motivates him to continue studying. He recently 
passed his signs test and now is waiting to take the final written test. He also enjoys staying 
active by playing softball during his free time. Stoney helped several of our participants by 
gardening on the side on his day off and loves doing it.

Jessie Chen is new to SAGE but she has adapted quickly and has become a Go-To person. 
Jessie will communicate with supervisors to make sure all tasks are being completed           
correctly. Jessie cares for her participants and makes sure that everything during her shift is 
taken care of. Jessie will cover shifts on short notice and takes pride in her job.
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Cooking Class

     The photograph on the right is from last 
months cooking class. The class made Lasagna.

     On the menu this month will be BBQ Chicken 
Flatbread Pizza with Sautéed Veggie Medle

Dennys Rico

Artwork Showcase

Social Security Fraud

Activities@sageservices.org
Activities Coordinator

If you are interested in showing some of your crafty 
work at the Ventura County Fair, please stop by the 
SAGE Office for assistance on completing a form. 

 Recently their has been an increase in the number of scam calls, in 
particular they impersonate Social Security employees. Please 

remember to not release your personal information to unknown 
callers. Social Security will not call you, they communicate   

through mail.   

Examples of artwork are ceramics, knitted items,   
drawings, woodworks, jewelry, and qualted items. 

Please contact the SAGE office if you have any        
questions or Dennys Rico. 

If you have concerns or questions regarding your Social Security 
case please contact our Resources Department. 

Gonzalo Rico Jr. 
Resource Assistant Manager 

Monica Maestas
Resource Manager

805-320-4708 805-320-9132



SAGE
FIESTA
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In May SAGE held its first fiesta themed party. The event was filled with lots of fun, games, and        
delicious food. We hope participants, staff, and family members enjoyed themselves at this 

event. Above are photos shared 
from this years SAGE Fiesta! 

We would like to give a special thank you to those who helped with the set up and clean up of 
the event. We would also like to thank all staff who made this event possible.  
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Ventura Firework Show

T.O. Annual Fireworks

     The 4th of July Fireworks Spectacular, coordinated by the Conejo Recreation and 
Park District, The City of Thousand Oaks and other local sponsors, takes place on 
the hill behind the Hillcrest Center of the Arts in Thousand Oaks. Fireworks start at 
9 p.m., with a great view from the Janss Marketplace and The Oaks mall parking 
lots and surrounding areas!

     Ventura Fireworks Show celebrating family, community and country on the 4th 
of July at the beautiful Ventura College fields. Gates open at 5 pm with a spectacular 
fireworks show at 9 pm. The evening also includes live music, robotics             
demonstration, giveaways, food vendors, and a Kids Fun Zone with bounce houses, 
GIANT inflatable attractions and organized games. Tickets will also be available at 
Vons and at the Gate.

9:00PM

5PM - 9PM

Hillcrest Center

Ventura College 8.00$

$Free

Fireworks by the Sea

    Channel Islands Harbor celebrates the 4th of July with a full day of family         
activities. The Harbor will host a  activities throughout the day, ending with the 
annual Fireworks by the Sea starting at 9 p.m., which can be viewed from anywhere 
in the Harbor.

11AM Channel Islands Harbor $Free
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Jeri Burkow
    Jeri Burkow was featured 
in the newsletter by the 
Familial Dysautonomia 
(FD) Foundation! Jeri has 
been part of SAGE since 
2008. SAGE Congratualates 
you in your years of        
perseverance.     

Jeri B. and her Fiancee Sam

     Tad was given the opportunity to write an essay on Project R, 
a program developed by ARC. His essay was amazing, he 
explained how treating individuals with disabilities differently 
can effect them. He demostrated how Project R is changing 
these harmful actions. Below you can read an excert of Tad’s 
essay.
     
“...Some of us have disabilities that aren’t noticeable, but 
others of us have disabilities we can’t hide. From the time I 
started school at four years old, until I was eighteen, I was 

made fun of, teased and called hurtful names. As you can    imagine, I was often called the 
R-word. Kids would make fun of me for my disability, they would say I was retarded and called 
me a retard. Remember that old rhyme that says, “Sticks and stones may break my bones, but 
words will never hurt me”? Well, we all know that’s not true – words can hurt us – and the 
wounds they leave can affect a person for a lifetime.
...In the past, peopl edidn’t relize how humiliating and hurtful it was, being labeled as retarded. 
We are here to help chang that. The ARC used to be the A-R-C, The Association of Retarded 
Citizens, but we changed our name in order to eliminate the R-word, and that’s why we are now 
The ARC of Ventura County.”

Tad Endicott

Tad’s full essay can be read on SAGE’s Social Media. Social media page information can be 
found on page 8.
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805-654-9814

805-654-9815

info@sageservices.org

sageservices.org

@sageservices

Our Mission
“Our mission is to serve all people with          

developmental disabilities in their communities, 
as individuals, with services tailored to their 

needs, honoring choices and empowering 
people to enhance life quality.”

@sageservices2006
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Participants: Anyssa Andrade, George Apelian, Brandon Aphayaraj, Jeri Burkow,        
Mark Doyle, Bryan Dunn, David Espinoza, Gabriel Rilliet Flores, Stefany Gamino,               
Seime Garcia, Rick Hodge, Katie Kastner, Autumn Kelly, Kai Kobrin, Elizabeth Lucatero,    
Emily Mayo, Jason Meyers, Irene Muller, Deshon O’Quinn, Trevor Pinkerton, Raquel Pino, 
Randy Reveles, Justin Russell, Susana Saldivar, Anthony “Tony” Sanchez, Jose Luis Sanchez 
Garcia, Katie Sessing, Keadon Weidenfellar, David Zappia

Staff: Andrew Gonzales, Roscoe Gray, Malinda Hickerson-Samaniego, Christina Johnson, 
Mike Lemus

Yesenia Burciaga Dominique Ayala
Robert “Bobby” 
Veros 

Adriana Andrade
Samuel Cardenas

Richie Hazard 
Matthew Lewis
Anthony 
Villalobos

Jim Herron Earl Mendez 
Irene Muller 
Joshua Silva

Katie Sessing

Alicia Martinez Helen Penaloza 
Bill Routolo

Robert Cloud 
Chris Gossard

Manuel Ortiz Brian Mikasa 
Michael Flynn

Patricia Garcia 
Lauren Beisel

Thomas Burks 
Jose Gonzalez

Kenna McConnell
Alex Uribe
Javier Martinez

Joseph Dominguez
Michael Leal 
Anna Maestas

Danica Barrett
Laura 
Castro-Barreto

Victoria Rivas 
Jesus Vargas

Carol Curry
Jessie Chen

July Birthdays 2019

July Anniversary 2019

Maria Hernandez Kristy Lewis

Cheri Grizzle Mario CruzTracy Thorsen 
Eric Patterson 
Justin Tsang


